Computer Applications In Music

Software Evaluation Form

1. Download the “notationproject002.pdf” file from Lesson 3 Activities on the website and replicate it using Noteflight.com (Web-based Music Notation Program - you will need to set up a free account) and then evaluate it based on the following criteria:

Noteflight.com (Music Notation)
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Features you liked best:

Features you liked the least:

What would you change:

Pros:

Cons:    

*Post your notation project on your website as part of your e-portfolio.  This can be done by using the html element in Weebly and then copying and pasting the embed code from Noteflight.com onto your website.

2. Using a simple sequencing or loop based program, create 4 tracks (drums, bass, guitar, piano/keyboard) 8 measures in length.  Then rate your experience.

Garage Band (or equivalent Sequencing/Loop program)
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Features you liked best:

Features you liked the least:

What would you change:

Sounds/Loops you liked best:

Sounds/Loops you liked the least:

Pros:

Cons:

3. Using a music education/theory program, complete one lesson of your choice and rate your experience:

http://www.musictheory.net/ (Music Education Software)
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Features you liked best:

Features you liked the least:

What would you change:

Pros:

Cons:

4. Using Band In A Box Intelligent Software, complete the following activity and rate your experience: Video demos can be found at: http://nn.pgmusic.com/demos/macdemos.php

What Band In A Box Can Do:

· Automatically generate professional quality solos – includes 100+ solos!

· Record melodies using the built-in sequencer or step-time entry.

· View/edit the music and lyrics in piano roll or music notation.

· Generate complete songs from scratch, including chords, melodies, intro and even a song title.

· Create and edit new Songs, Styles, Harmonies, Melodists and Soloists.

· Reads and Writes Standard MIDI Files (.MID) so you can transfer your work to other programs.

· Supports General MIDI (GM/GS), soundcards and non-GM modules/synthesizers.

Band In A Box (Intelligent Software) Activity:

Creating a song in Band In A Box

1. Click on the NEW button to get a new chordsheet

2. Click in the Title Area.  Name the title of the song “The Blues”

3. Click on the tempo arrow keys to increase the tempo by 5.  

4. Now type the chords of the son.

*Make sure that you are in measure (bar) 1.  Do this by clicking on bar 1.  This song is 12 bars long.
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You enter the chords like you would in a spreadsheet.  You type the chord name then press a movement key (or mouse click to enter the chord into the cell).

Copying and Pasting Sections of Chords

1. Highlight a section of chords.  Start with the mouse arrow on a chord name (not on the bar line).  Holding down the mouse button, drag the mouse over an area to copy.  The area will be highlighted.

2. With the area still highlighted, click on the COPY button.

3. Move the highlighted cell to the bar that you want to paste the chords to.

4. Then click on the PASTE button.

Saving as a Standard MIDI File

A standard MIDI file is a type of file that can be bounced from program to program.  Saving a Band In A Box file as a SMF (Standard MIDI File) allows you to import it into a sequencing program and then use those tracks in a future sequencing project.  

Now that you have the basics of La Bamba into the computer, let’s add a Soloist.  

Selecting A Soloist

1. Press the SOLO button on the toolbar.

2. You will then get what is called the “Select Soloist” dialog box which will allow you to select a Soloist in any style, with any instrument, in a style similar to professional players.

3. Scroll down the window on the left hand side of different soloists.  If you are unsure of a soloist, click once and look at the MEMO window on the right hand side of the screen for a brief description.

4. After selecting the soloist click OK to accept.

Congratulations!  You have now created your first Band In A Box composition.  Now rate your experience based on the following criteria:
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Features you liked best:

Features you liked the least:

What would you change:

Pros:

Cons:

Turn this evaluation form in for a final grade and credit.

