Music Analysis Check Sheet

Title:







Composer:

Style:

1. Describe the tempo and meter (time signature).

2. Rhythm:  Complex?  Simple?  What is making it complex or simple?

3. Is there an obvious melody or a short motif?  Is the melody or motif conjunct?

(smooth) or disjunct?

4. Is there harmony (chords) present?  How is the harmony functioning?

Repetitive, varied?  Major sounding?  Minor sounding? 

5. What is the structure/form?  Binary? Ternary?  AB, ABA etc., Varied?

Repetitive? Contrasting?

6. What instruments are present?  Real?  Synthetic (electronic based)? 

What is in the background?  What is in the middleground?  What is in the Foreground?

7. Listen to the overall production?  How has it been recorded? (Quality &

performance).  Effects?  Is there any compression or EQ?  Is there reverb?  What has been done to the drum loop if there is one?  Is it compressed, mangled or filtered?
